
the Voice 
the newsletter of the League of Women Voters of Litchfield County 
Serving Litchfield and Surrounding Communities 

Board Meetings 
Board Meetings are on 
the first Monday of the 
month at 9:30 am at the 
Litchfield Community 
Center.   
 
Note: There is no meet-
ing in November 

the Voice is published three times a year: Fall, Winter and Spring.   
 

www.litchfieldlwv.org 
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Fall 2018 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

At this  time of year I always get excited by the anticipation 
of what is to come. Rather than thinking of Fall as a time of 
endings, I think of it as a time of beginnings.   As an artist, 
the first thing I notice is a change in the quality of the light.  
Then the trees start to show off their magnificent colors.  
The nip in the air infuses me with energy to tackle all sort of 
chores. 
 
So with the League of Women Voters.  We embark on our 
most ambitious projects in September, October and Novem-
ber.  This year is especially vibrant with many things in the 
works: 
 
  Candidates’ Debates 
  Voter Registration 
  Election Night Reporting 
  Program on Immigration 
  Gun Safety Outreach Meeting 
  100th Anniversary Fund and Celebration 
 
Because we have an expanded and energized membership, 
I feel confident that we can provide all these services to the 
community.   
 
Hope that you share my excitement for the season and feel 
energized to make our Democracy more vibrant by volun-
teering for election-related and other activities. 

Welcome New Members 

Jane McMahon Goshen 

Pamela Thistlewaite New Hartford 

Cara Blazier Litchfield 



 

 
DEBATE Oct 12 Housatonic Valley H.S., Falls Village, 6:30 
64th District Senate with Miner and Lawson  
64th District House with Ohler and Horn 
hosted by LWV of LC and Lakeville Journal 
 
DEBATE Oct 16 Portuguese Center, 65 Sand Pit Rd., Danbury, 
7:00 
5th Congressional District with Hayes and Santos 
hosted by LWV of Northern Fairfield County, the NewsTimes 
and LWV of Litchfield County 
 
 
 
PROPERTY RIGHTS TALK  Oct 21 at  3:00 
The Litchield Historical Society, 7 South Street 
Boston Law College Professor, Ronald Chester will talk about 
the progressive, activist views of Tapping Reeve concerning the 
rights of married women and enslaved people. 
Seats limited. RSVP  registration@litchfieldhistoricalsciety .org 
(860 567 4501) 
 
 
 
IMMIGRATION IN AMERICA: History and Current Trends 
Nov 17 at 4:00 at Litchfield Historical Society, 7 South Street. 
Speaker will be Kevin Jennings, President of the Tenement Mu-
seum. This program, followed by refreshments, promises to be 
another fun and stimulating afternoon co hosted by the League 
and the Historical Society.  
RSVP molver@litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org 
 
 
TENEMENT MUSEUM FIELD TRIP Dec 3 (details to follow) 
Sponsored by LWV, Historical Society and Litchfield Community 
Center. 
 



 

 
October 3 Registering Voters (other dates to be determined)  4 people/3 hours 
 
October 8 6:30 p.m. 64th District and 30th District Candidates Debate, Eight (8) Tim-
ers and Ushers  Cornwall Consolidated School.   
 
October 12 State Representative and Senate Debate    8-10 people ques-
tion  screeners, timers, ushers.  Meet at 4:45 to carpool to Housatonic HS. 
     
October 16 5th Congressional District Debate 8-10 people, timers and ushers. 5:30-
8:30. Meet at 4:45 to carpool to Danbury 
 
Election Day  Registering Voters    3 hour shifts  
 
Other Volunteer Opportunities 

Consider joining a committee to help plan and staff events and League 
Initiatives, such as the Gun-Free Zone committee. The Gun-Free Zone 
project is proceeding actively. One training for volunteers was held and 
another be offered soon..  stay tuned... 

AP Stringers Contribute to Treasury 
 
Elections are always interesting, and each town is so different from each other, which 
is very evident after the polls close. Thanks to five LWV/LC members who worked as 
“AP Stringers”  on  August 14th, our treasury is $250.00 richer! 
 
Reporting  to the AP  were Martha Bernstein (Waterbury), Bibby Veerman 
(Watertown), Anna Heys (Bethlehem),  Sr. Rosemarie (Litchfield) and Valerie Freed-
man (Washington). 
 
Based on the demographics of each town, the AP tabulates the results and  “projects” 
what the final outcomes will be across the area. 
 
There will be more opportunities to work in November, so if you are interested in help-

ing, please let Bibby Veerman know.  There are yet more towns for which we can pro-

vide stringers.  

Volunteers Needed 



 

The opening event of the League year was held at Milton Hall 
on September 25th. About thirty hearty souls braved the del-
uge to hear author/educator, Peter Vermilyea, tell us about 
some of the quirky crimes and punishments occurring in the 
early days of Litchfield County. We learned that with no cen-
tralized currency, passing counterfeit currency was the rule of 
the day and the crime of the day. 
 
With the wood stove churning out welcoming heat, members 
had lively conversations.  Many volunteered to staff the De-
bates, Election Night Reporting and Voter Registration. 

The League of Women Voters was founded by the determined women who waged the 
60 year battle to give women the right to vote.  Immediately after the passage of the 
19th Amendment in 1919, the League of Women Voters was formed.  Our founder, 
Carrie Chapman Catt, believed that the League could give millions a crash course in 
civic engagement and launch them into the American political system.  And thus we 
have continued to this today, following that mission. 
 
Throughout 2020, Leagues across the country will hosts events to celebrate our cen-
tennial year.  For Litchfield members, 2020 also marks the 50th Anniversary of LWV of 
Litchfield County as well as 300th Anniversary of the Town of Litchfield. 
 
As part of the recognition of these important milestones, LWV of LC is launching a 
100th Anniversary Fund which will help us accomplish our goal to continue to provide 
educational opportunities for the community.  In early November, a letter will go out to 
you and friends of the League asking for contributions to our tax-deductible Education 
Fund.   
 
As many of you know the LWV is a three-tiered organization and we contribute a large 
portion of our dues to the state and national leagues. Very little is left for us.  In the last 
few years our League has hosted, along with the Litchfield Historical Society, several 
very well attended programs offered to the public free of charge.  In order to continue 
to do these programs as well as hosting our local legislators, providing scholarships 
and covering printing and renting expenses, we will need additional funds. Please give 
generously. Because of our robust volunteer participation, our dollars stretch so well 
that the last time we sent out a fundraising letter was five years ago.  

Peter Vermilyea 

100
 
Years and Going Strong 



 

NEW VOTER SIGNS GET OUT THE VOTE! 
 
Hope you saw one of our new Vote Today sign 
when you were headed to the polls on August 
14th. If you didn’t see one, consider getting one or 
two from Kerry (860-491-9099 
or kerwinkmayers@gmail.com) or Denise (860-
567-2035 or dbutwill@gmail.com) and putting it out for the election on No-
vember 13th. Signs can be put out the night before or before the polls 
open Tuesday morning at 6am, and picked up after the polls close at 8pm 
or early on Wednesday. 

 
If you did see a sign you can thank one of these League 
members: Judi Armstrong, Ben Solnit, Lois Keen, There-
sa Lavoie, Diane Ryan, Denise Butwill, Patricia Do-
novan, Marjorie Palmer, Kerry Mayers and Marie Wal-
lace. We had signs out in Litchfield, Goshen, Torrington, 
and Lakeville. For November we are looking for addition-
al volunteers to cover Bantam and Northfield, or your 
neighborhood. 

 
The news signs were generously funded by donations from Ben and 
Audrey Solnit, Kerry Mayers and the League of Women Voters of Litch-
field Country Education Fund. 
 
New member Joyce LaKamp of Goshen designed and ordered the Vote 
Today signs. Thank you to Joyce for donating her time and talents toward 
this project. Joyce’s specialty is advertising and marketing including print 
ads and consulting for social media and website design. Her business is 
Joyce LaKamp Creative Services. Find her at www.joycelakamp.com or 
email: joycedlakamp@gmail.com. 

Continued 

LUNCH & LEARN 
 

Lunch & Learn Announcement From Lois: As you read this issue, you will find many 
opportunities to learn, to explore, to educate, and to serve the voters of Litchfield 
County. It will be a very active fall. It is the decision of the Board, therefore, to wait to 
resume Lunch and Learn until January. I will reserve the third Thursday of January at 
the Oliver Wolcott Library for 12:30, if available. We can use that time to process our 
participation in these many activities, at which I hope to see many of you, and the re-
sults of the Midterm elections. I'm looking forward to this fall! 
          
        The Reverend Lois Keen 

mailto:kerwinkmayers@gmail.com
mailto:dbutwill@gmail.com
http://www.joycelakamp.com/
mailto:joycedlakamp@gmail.com


 

GRASS ROOTS ACTION ON GUN SAFETY 
 
The League is about ready to start conversations about gun safety with churches and 

organizations in Litchfield and Goshen.  Many members spent 
the last eight months educating themselves and deciding how 
to address this touchy topic. 
Letters have gone out to twelve organizations where large 
groups of people gather and now appointments for visits are 
being made. 
 
Our focus is on the health and safety of the public and in no 
way is an effort to take people’s guns away.  We will address 

two things:  The rights of owners to restrict guns on their premises and the opportunity 
to have the State Police train their staff on appropriate responses to a gun event. 
 
In the next months we will be expanding this program to other towns and we will need 
input about likely locations. We will need additional spokesmen. 
 
Contact Mike McGill mvmcgill65@gmail.com or Lynn Fulkerson lbfulker-
son@optonlline.net. if you would be able to help. 

 

Immigration: History and Current Trends 
 
On Saturday, November 17 Kevin Jennings, President of the 
Tenement Museum in New York City will offer us a view of the 
history and current trends in immigration to the United States. 
This very timely topics is at the center of many of our political 
conversations and a centerpiece of many of the issues that 
affect our communities.                                   Kevin Jennings 
 
Mr. Jennings who holds degrees from Harvard, Columbia and NYU began his career 
as a high school teacher. He later served as Assistant Deputy Secretary of Education 
in the Obama administration. From 2012 to 2017 he was the Executive Director of the 
Arcus Foundation, a leading international funder of human rights and conversation 
work. He has published seven books. The Litchfield Historical Society jointly sponsors 
the program. 
 
A trip to the Tenement Museum is currently being planned for the first week in Decem-
ber. Stay tuned. 

Continued 

mailto:mvmcgill65@gmail.com
mailto:lbfulkerson@optonlline.net
mailto:lbfulkerson@optonlline.net


 2018 - 2019 LWV CALENDAR 
 
 
SEP 25  MEMBER  PARTY - MILTON HALL 4:30 Peter Vermilyea speaker 
 
OCT 1 BOARD MEETING LCC -9:00 
 
OCT 3  REGISTER VOTERS AT NVCC 
 
OCT 12 DEBATE 64TH State Rep. and 30th State Senate– 6:3O Housatonic Valley Regional 

High School 
 
OCT 16  DEBATE – 5TH Congressional District (SANTOS/HAYES)  
 7:00 PORTUGUESE CENTER, DANBURY 
 
NOV 5   BOARD MEETING - LCC - 9:00 
 
NOV 6  ELECTION DAY - ELECTION REPORTING 
 
NOV 17  PROGRAM – IMMIGRATION -4:00 LITCHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
 

 NO DEC BOARD MEETING 
 
DEC 4     TRIP TO IMMIGRATION MUSEUM      
 
JAN 7  BOARD MEETING – LCC 9:00 
 
JAN 17 LUNCH AND LEARN 
  
JAN 26           LEGISLATOR’S BREAKFAST 
 
FEB 4  BOARD MEETING – LCC 9:00  
 
FEB 21 LUNCH AND LEARN 
 
MAR 4 BOARD MEETING – LCC – 9:00 
 
MAR /APR   INTERNATIONAL LUNCHEON 
 
APR 1 (BOARD MEETING?) – LCC 9:00 
 
APR/MAY SELECTMEN’S LUNCH 
 
MAY 6  BOARD MEETING – LCC 9:00 
 
JUNE 3 BOARD MEETING – LCC 9:00 
 
JUNE 20 ANNUAL MEETING 

Technology Tips 
 

Website League of Women Voters of Litchfield County www.litchfieldlwv.org 
LWVLC Facebook page www.facebook.com/litchfieldlwv 
Website League of Women Voters Connecticut  www.lwvct.org 
To create a LWVCT Activist Account 
Go to www.lwvct.org 
- Scroll down the list on the left and Select TAKE ACTION 
- Select the 10 MINUTE ACTIVIST form 
- Fill out the form and select your areas of interest. 

http://www.litchfieldlwv.org/
http://www.facebook.com/litchfieldlwv
http://www.lwvct.org/
http://www.lwvct.org/


    
  League of Women Voters of Litchfield County Officers 

 
www.litchfieldlwv.org 

 

 President      Kerry Mayers 
 
 1

st
 Vice President     Lois Keen 

 
 2nd Vice President    Vacant 
 
 Treasurer      Christine Horrigan 
 
 Assistant Treasurer     Bernie Harrington 
 
 Membership      Jackie Miller 
 
 Programs      Martha Bernstein 
 
 Publicity      Doreen Deary 
 
 Recording Secretary    Paula Rolleston  
 
 Corresponding Secretary    Marie Wallace 
 
 Archivist      Marilyn Lieff 
 
 Hospitality      Diane Ryan 
 
 Voter Service     Bibby Veerman 
 
 Member-at-Large     Margaret Dillon 
 


